
GOVERNMENT
shuts 
down

Examples of 
shutdown impacts

EDUCATION 

 State and federal funding for li-
braries delayed.

 State funding for early childhood 
programs, including ECFE, delayed.

 State and federal adult basic 
grants and aid delayed.

HEALTH 

 Suspend grants to local public 
health agencies

PUBLIC SAFETY 

 Suspend issuing new drivers li-
censes and driver testing.

 Administrative support and train-
ing for troopers will be reduced.

 Most vehicle title processing will 
be delayed.

 Internal investigations delayed.

TRANSPORTATION 

 Slow or no response on all main-
tenance activities.

 Rest areas will be closed, affect-
ing July 4th holiday travelers.

 Suspend message boards & traf-
fi c information for motorists.
Source: Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s Web site/Graphics 
by Joni Berg
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Chanhassen attracts a cast of 
thousands for July Fourth events

VILLAGER PHOTOS BY LARRY BAIER

Puffy white clouds made The Chinese American Association of Minnesota Dance The-
ater’s  dragon look like a fi re-breathing creature during the July 4th parade in Chanhas-
sen. There were more than 80 units in the 2005 parade.   More photos on pages 5-7.

By David Jansen
STAFF WRITER

Thousands of  people visit-
ed City Center and Lake 
Ann parks for festivities 

July 3 and 4, according to esti-
mates.

“We had record turnout,” 
said Todd Hoffman, director 
of  Parks and Recreation. In 
comparing this year’s events 
to 2004 events, Hoffman said 
turnout was considerably high-
er, but he attributed last year’s 
turnout to poor weather. “(But) 
to compare this year with two 
years ago, it far surpassed it.”

At the city’s July 3 Street 
Dance alone, Hoffman said he 
estimated around 4,000 people 
came to hear Casablanca Or-
chestra (CBO). 

At the Chanhassen Chamber 
of  Commerce’s Business Expo 
July 3, Linda Walton, executive 
director, also estimated around 
4,000 visitors strolled through 
the tent to peruse local busi-
nesses. 

“I’m feeling totally invigo-
rated,” Walton said, in the wake 
of  the day’s events. “This year 
was really fun. We had a lot of  
new businesses involved in the 
event. It was great for the com-
munity to see what these new 
businesses have to offer.”

As for the Fourth of  July Pa-
rade, Greg Krauska, president 
of  the Chanhassen Rotary, esti-
mated more than 13,000 people 
were in attendance. He said the 
Rotary handed out 6,000 parade 
fl yiers around the route only to 
adults, and not everyone took 
one. 

Krauska also wanted to 
encourage anyone wanting 
to offer feedback on the pa-
rade to e-mail comments to 
chanrotary@hotmail.com.

And on July 5, as people 
returned to their jobs around 
Chanhassen after a long week-
end, along West 78th Street 

there was little trace of  the thou-
sands of  people who camped along 
the street waiting to see the 80-plus 
fl oats and children who waited pa-
tiently (and impatiently) for hand-
fuls of  hard candy. 

Only a few traces of  garbage 
were lying around the parade 
route, as city crews worked im-
mediately after the parade and 
into the next day cleaning the 
streets. 

And as most people return to 
work, it means “relief ” for city 
staff  and local volunteers after 
hundreds of  hours and months 
of  planning events for the previ-
ous two days.

“You’re tired, but also highly 
satisfied,” Hoffman said. Even 
with a considerable price tag and 
being Chanhassen’s largest event, 
he said the events are invaluable to 
the community. 

Just before the antique T-6 
World War II planes flew over-
head, marking the beginning of  
the 2005 Fourth of  July Parade, 
Mayor Tom Furlong offered these 
comments about what the day 
means to Chanhassen: 

“Today’s parade will help us to 
remember and relive the wonder-
ful small town parades of  years 
past in Carver County, while at 
the same time create new memo-
ries for our children to keep with 
them for the rest of  their lives.”

Partial shutdown 
leaves state with 
an empty feeling
By David Jansen
STAFF WRITER

The parking lot in front of  the 
Carver County License Center in 
Chaska was abnormally empty 
following the state shutdown 
Friday morning.

The building houses two of-
fices: the Minnesota Depart-
ment of  Public Safety, which 
gives written tests and road tests 
for hopeful drivers, and the adja-
cent county offi ce, which subse-
quently issues the new drivers 
their licenses. 

The county offi ce handles all 
motor vehicle transactions and 
issues game and fi sh licenses. 
The county employees will 
continue to handle all of  these 
requests through the state shut-
down. However, with the state of-
fi ce closed, new drivers won’t be 
walking into the county offi ce for 
new licenses.

With no new licensing issued, 
the county office could take a 
revenue hit, said County Audi-
tor Mark Lundgren. However, in 
the long run, the offi ce will prob-
ably recapture the proceeds, he 
added.

“The worst thing that’s hap-
pened is over with,” Lundgren 
said. With news of  the impend-
ing state shutdown, people de-
scended upon the offi ce for vari-
ous transactions. They weren’t 
sure what would be shut down 
and what would remain open, 
Lundgren said. “In the last 
couple of  weeks, we’ve been ex-
tremely busy.”

With the partial state shut- 
down, Lundgren has also han-
dled calls from irate wannabe 
drivers. “We’ve gotten pretty 
nasty phone calls already,” he 
said. “They can’t get through to 
our state lines and fi nally they 
call our offi ce.”

Local schools, however, are 
not expected to be immediately 
affected by the shutdown.

At a June 23 District 112 
School Board meeting, Steve 
Pumper, fi nance and operations 
director, said the state shutdown 
is not expected to have a signifi -
cant impact on the district’s fi -
nances. He also said that a skel-
eton staff  will still send out state 
payments to school districts. 

However, a prolonged shut-
down could slow payments 
from the federal government, 
because federal funding also 
flows through the state. The 
staff  may not be in place to pro-
cess the funds in a timely man-
ner, Pumper said.

Back at the State Capitol, 
lawmakers were reviewing the 
health and human services and 
education budgets, and also 
reviewing revenue proposals 
such as state-controlled gaming 
and raising cigarettes by 75 cents 
per pack. 

Rep. Joe Hoppe, a Republi-
can from Chaska, was careful 
not to point fi ngers at Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty and House and Senate 
leadership, who all have received 
criticism in recent weeks.

“We know they have a hard 
job, you know, they’re under a 
lot of  pressure,” Hoppe said. 
While leadership has the power 
to negotiate, Hoppe said he has 
been meeting with a bipartisan 

group of  legislators from both 
houses to come up with options 
to solve the budget crisis.

They are calling it the “Rump 
Group.”

“We’re trying to come up 
with a group consensus … and 
once we agree what the revenue 
will be we send it to a working 
group,” he said.

While Hoppe said he is uncer-
tain what exactly the group will 
accomplish, he said he hopes 
the special session will end in 
the next week.

As of  July 5, Sen. Julianne 
Ortman, a Chanhassen Repub-
lican, was not optimistic in the 
process after the Senate met 
briefl y after the holiday break.

“We met for less than fi ve min-
utes at 1 p.m. today (Tuesday),” 
Ortman said, “and adjourned 
until 1 p.m. on Thursday … with 
no end in sight.”

Ortman hadn’t determined 
whether she supports cutting 
additional items from the budget 
or fi nding additional revenue to 
solve the stalemate. Instead, she 
said, Minnesotans are just look-
ing for a deal at this point.

Both Hoppe and Ortman 
appeared in the Chanhassen 
Fourth of  July Parade over the 
weekend, and said most people 
they talked to during the day 
were mostly supportive of  their 
efforts and that they only re-
ceived a little criticism for the 
shutdown.

Pauline Chandra and Mark 
Olson contributed to this report. 

Operation Minnesota Nice

Mission: No soldier feels forgotten
By Unsie Zuege
STAFF WRITER

When Jenny McCourt of  Chanhassen watched the 
TV news story in May about Operation Minnesota Nice, 
an adopt-a-soldier program, it inspired her to start a lo-
cal chapter. 

“I felt compelled,” McCourt said. “I thought, ‘I want 
to help.’”

On the evening of  June 29, 10 people attended 
Chanhassen’s fi rst Operation Minnesota Nice packing 
party at the Chanhassen American Legion. According to 
Operation Minnesota Nice founder Denise Jorgensen, it 

was the largest fi rst turnout she’s seen since she started 
the organization a year and a half  ago. The number will 
double at the next meeting, Jorgensen assured McCourt, 
once more people learned about it.

Jorgensen, of  Ramsey, initiated Operation Minnesota 
Nice after a friend’s son was deployed to Baghdad in 
early 2004. Family and friends took turns sending care 
packages to him. He would update his mother about his 
life in Baghdad and thank everyone for the care pack-

See page 2 for information on how to get involved.
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Peak of perseverance

Mueller holds up a banner at the summit of Mt. Everest the 
morning of June 2. The expedition spanned two and a half 
months.

 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NEAL MUELLER

Ladders are used extensively on Everest expeditions, either 
to span deep and dangerous crevasses, or to get to the top 
of snow walls.

Neal Mueller stands in front of an airplane in Kathmandu, 
Nepal near the start of his expedition to the summit of 
Everest.

Chaska’s Neal Mueller and his climbing team head through a maze of snow formations during the two-month expedition 
to Mt. Everest. Mueller reached the summit on June 2.

Mountaineers must use a variety of skills and climbing equipment to negotiate the rugged 
terrain. Here, Mueller and fellow climbers scale an ice wall on the Lhotse face.

By Tim McGovern
SPORTS EDITOR

It’s a heck of  a place for a 
mountaineer to feel mal-
aise.

After dodging many dan-
gers sprinkled in the 80 days of  
mind-numbing waiting and 
watching for good weather to 
try for the summit of  Mt. Ever-
est, Neal Mueller felt he’d had 
enough.

Six hours into a 18-hour fi nal 
climb for the summit, Mueller 
took a small rest. His oxygen-
starved mind wondered again 
and again if  he wanted to reach 
the storied peak after all. Chris 
Grubb, his friend and climbing 
companion, encountered prob-
lems with his oxygen tank and 
headed back to high camp with-
out reaching the summit.

“I was miserable,” Mueller 
said. “I wanted to turn back ev-
ery minute.”

But a slight increase in the 
oxygen fl ow from the tank on 
his back, Mueller and Sherpas 
Lhakpa Gyltsen and Pasang 
Yella pressed on, setting foot 
on the summit of  Mt. Everest 
at 9:45 a.m. on June 2.

Mueller spent nearly an 
hour on top of  the world, tak-
ing pictures and trying to take 
it all in.

The feat means Mueller needs 
just one more peak – Australia’s 
Mt. Kosciuszko, which he plans 
to climb in December – to com-
plete his goal of  reaching the 
highest point on all seven con-
tinents.

“The last 12 hours of  the sum-
mit climb were a lot easier,” 
he said. “The first six hours 
seemed like 12 and the last 12 
seemed like an hour.”

Narrow miss
Mueller said his group –  

which included Grubb, guide 
Jim Williams, Canadian climber 
Urszula Tokarska and a team of  
Sherpas – were with four larger 
teams at Camp 1 the day before a 
large avalanche buried most of  
it. Mueller’s group never went 
back to the camp.

“The day the avalanche oc-
curred there was one small team 
there, and several climbers were 
injured,” he said. “Camp 1 was 
decimated, there were no tents 
left there. So we climbed from 

base camp to Camp 2. It made 
the day long, but it was good be-
cause a couple of  days after the 
fi rst avalanche, a second worse 
one happened and if  anybody 
was at Camp 1, they would’ve 
been destroyed.”

Climbing Everest, Muel-
ler said, is not a test of  supe-
rior mountaineering, but one 
of  perseverance and physical 
stamina. The journey to the top 
of  the world took more than two 
months, with most days spent 
simply spinning wheels.

Mueller said day after day 
spent getting used to the re-
duced oxygen levels did not al-
ways pass easily: playing cards 
and losing a million games of  
John Madden football, eating 
despite the diminishing appe-
tite at high altitudes.

“We would just look at moun-
tains,” Mueller said. “We’d just 
go look at Lobouche, a big moun-
tain in the distance that never 
had clouds around it, for a cou-
ple hours. What do you do? you 
just sit in the tent.”

And even sitting is unpleas-
ant at such high altitudes.

“You’re not comfortable 
when you’re waiting because 
you’re up at 18,000 feet and your 
body doesn’t like being up there. 
You have diffi culty eating, you 
have diffi culty sleeping.”

Climbers make several 
treacherous trips back and 
forth between the lower camps 
to acclimatize and to ferry gear. 
Ladders are lashed together to 
climb up 70-foot walls of  snow, 
or laid across deep crevasses.

“Some of  them, you look 
down and all you see is black; 
you can’t see the bottom,” he 
said.

Final push
After weeks of  waiting and 

preparing, the group was poised 
to try for the summit.

Mueller and Sherpa climbed 
from Camp 3 to Camp 4. The 
plan was to rest a few hours be-
fore embarking on an all-night 
climb to the summit at around 8 
p.m. If  the weather cooperates.

“The weather was bad so we 
waited until the next day and it 
was bad again,” Mueller said. 
“If  it would have been bad the 
third day we were waiting, we 
would have had to go home. 
We wouldn’t have had oxygen 

to rest.”
In the end, it was a stroke 

of  luck and a small window 
of  clear weather that allowed 
Mueller to get to the summit.

“If  the weather would’ve 
been bad that last day, we 
would’ve had to turn around,” 
he said. “But the weather was 
good, so we went. We got really 
lucky.”

Mueller passed the south 
summit fi rst and walked across 
a ridge line: one side is Nepal 
3,000 feet down. The other side is 
a 12,000-foot drop to China.

“We had hardly any clouds, 
so I could see villages in China 
and Nepal and small lakes far 
off. It was awesome.”

The dangers of  Everest – 
two climbers died from other 
groups while Mueller’s group 
was on the expedition – and the 
patience and stamina it takes 
to reach its summit can easily 
cause a climber to give up.

“Two and a half  months 
gives you lots of  opportunities 
to quit,” Mueller said. “If  you 
don’t love being in the moun-
tains and you don’t really want 
to do it, you’re not going to make 
it up. You’ll turn back.”

Cubs tip Brewers, take control

PHOTO BY TIM MCGOVERN

Chaska’s Brad Keenan threw two shutout innings for the 
Cubs in a 7-5 win over Jordan on Thursday.

Key victory marks 
seventh in a row
By Tim McGovern
SPORTS EDITOR

Chaska’s Cubs had a chance 
to take control of  the Section 8B 
amateur baseball race on Friday 
at Athletic Park when it took on 
the powerful Jordan Brewers.

The Cubs seized the opportu-
nity by scoring early and pound-
ing out a 7-5 victory.

The win, coupled with a 12-2 
Jordan loss to Victoria, vaulted 
the Cubs into the lead in the sec-
tion standings. Chaska also took 
the regular-season series from 
the defending state B champion 
Brewers two games to one.

The Cub defense came 
through over and over to back 
up Cub pitchers Ben Eklo, Brian 
Hedstrom and Brad Keenan. The 
trio combined for one strikeout 
and fi ve walks.

Chaska scored four runs in 
the fi rst inning, while Eklo gave 
up four hits and a run in the 
fi rst four innings. Jordan tried 
to scratch its way back in to the 
game, scoring three fi fth-inning 
runs to make it 5-4. The Cubs 
scored in the fi fth and sixth in-
nings and Keenan took it from 
there, throwing two shutout in-
nings.

John Born had a pair of  hits 
and three RBI for Chaska, while 
Ryan Seifert and Brian Astry 
each had a pair of  hits and 
drove in two. Eric Welter and 

Astry scored two runs apiece, 
while Tony Lane and Josh Korth 
chipped in two hits apiece. Eric 
Duzan, who split catching duties 
with Cory Poppitz, also had a hit 
for the Cubs.

Jordan pitcher Scott Holling-
sworth took the loss, giving up 10 
hits and striking out four in four 
innings. Brewer hurlers did not 
walk a batter in the game.

The Cubs’ win, which marked 
the team’s second seven-game 
win streak, upped the season 
mark to 20-3 overall. Jordan fell 
to 14-7 overall.

Coming attractions
Athletic Park will turn back 

the clock 4:30 p.m. Sunday with 
a vintage baseball game be-

tween the Quicksteps and the 
St. Croix Baseball Club. The 
teams will play the game under 
1860 rules, as part of  Carver 
County’s sesquicentennial cel-
ebration.

The Cubs host Victoria follow-
ing the game, at 6 p.m.

The Cubs host the Shakopee 
Indians, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday. All 
former players and batboys of  
the Indians and Cubs, as well as 
Dugout Club members, will have 
a chance to enjoy complimenta-
ry hot dogs and refreshments 
in the Ted Nikolai Tent. Wood 
and early aluminum bats will 
be on display, along with uni-
forms from the 1940s through 
the 1990s.

See page 12 for Cubs schedule 
and conference standings.

Chaska’s Mueller returns from 
the summit of Mt. Everest


